
 
 

FOURCHETTE CREEK RESEVOIR 
(INCLUDES: FLASHLIGHT, PINTAIL, PENGUIN, PUFFIN, AND ALBTROSS)   

Watershed # 9-Middle Missouri River Basin  

Phillips County, Montana 

 
 

LAND OWNERSHIP:  BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT (BLM) 

 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
The Fourchette Creek Reservoir Complex was constructed in the Missouri River Breaks in 1997 and is 

considered the first attempted wetland mitigation site in Montana.  The project was constructed to mitigate 

wetland impacts associated with Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) projects constructed in 

Watershed #9 (Middle Missouri River Basin).  The site is located approximately 15 miles southwest of Sun 

Prairie in Phillips County. It was constructed on Bureau of Land Management (BLM) lands northwest of the 

Charles M. Russell National Wildlife Refuge. This restoration project was anticipated to provide approximately 

10 acres of mitigation.   

 

 



 
 

WETLAND INHABITANTS 

 
 

  
Spotted Sandpiper Red Fox 

 

 

 



 
 

 

WETLAND VEGETATION 
 

Dominant wetland vegetation 

 

 Five types of communities were observed:  

 

Type 1- Foxtail barley/Spike rush (Hordeum jubatum/Eleocharis spp.)  

 

Type 2- Water milfoil / Pondweed (Myriophyllum spp./Potamogeton spp.)  

 

Type 3- Foxtail barley/ Wheatgrass (Hordeum jubatum/Agropyron spp.)  

 

Type 4- Saltmarsh bulrush/ Broad-leaf cattail (Scirpus maritimus/Typha latifolia)   

 

Type 5- Rough cocklebur (Xanthium strumarium) 

 

 

 
Saltmarsh bulrush* 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*Gary Larson @ USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database / USDA NRCS. 1992. Western wetland flora: Field office guide to plant species. West Region, Sacramento. 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

Fourchette Creek Reservoir  

 

 

Click the icon below for complete monitoring reports for this site (2001 to 2004) 

 
Wetland Mitigation Site 

 

http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/environmental/external/wetlands
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/environmental/external/wetlands
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/publications/brochures/wetland_mitigation.shtml

