
WOODSON CREEK 
Watershed # 7-Missouri-Sun-Smith River Basin  

Meagher County, Montana 

 
 

LAND OWNERSHIP:  PRIVATE 

 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

The Woodson Creek mitigation site was a cooperative project between the Montana Department of 

Transportation (MDT), Oasis Environmental Inc., and a private landowner to develop wetland mitigation for 

transportation impacts within the Watershed # 7 – Missouri –Sun – Smith River basin.  The project was 

constructed in 2006 on a private property to the east of the town of Ringling in Meagher County, Montana.  The 

site is protected in perpetuity by an MDT Wetland Conservation Easement. 

 

The goal of the project was to restore a channelized reach of Woodson Creek, a tributary to Sixteen Mile Creek 

to its original configuration by increasing channel sinuosity and re-creating natural pools and riffles, and 

creating a shallower channel so that flood events could occupy its associated floodplain wetlands.  In addition to 

the stream restoration the project also involved the restoration and creation of wetlands throughout the project 

area.  It is anticipated that the project will provide MDT with approximately 44 acres of palustrine emergent and 

scrub/shrub wetland mitigation credit for future transportation project-related wetland impacts in the watershed.  



The project will also provide MDT with Stream Mitigation credits still to be determined for the Woodson Creek 

stream restoration portion of the project. 
 

 

 

 

WETLAND INHABITANTS 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Western toad 

 

 

 

 

WETLAND VEGETATION 
 

Dominant wetland vegetation 

 

 Four community types were observed 

         
Type 1– Creeping meadow foxtail/Mixed grasses (Alopecurus arundinaceus/Mixed graminoids)  

 

Community Type 2 – Mixed grasses (Mixed graminoids) 

 

Type 3 – Creeping meadow foxtail (Alopecurus arundinaceus) 

 

 
Red-tailed Hawk 



Type 4 – Reed canary grass/Beaked sedge (Phalaris arundinaceae/Carex utriculata)  

 

Dominant mixed graminoid species:  

 

Creeping spike rush (Eleocharis palustris)  

 

Nebraska sedge (Carex nebrascensis) 

 

Clustered field sedge (Carex praegracilis) 

 

Redtop (Agrostis stolonifera) 

 

Baltic rush (Juncus balticus) 

 

 
Redtop 
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Woodson Creek 
 

 

Click the icon below for complete monitoring reports for this site (2007 to 2010) 

 
Wetland Mitigation Site 
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http://www.mdt.mt.gov/publications/brochures/wetland_mitigation.shtml

