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INITIAL SITE ASSESSMENT
FOR HAZARDOUS MATERIALS/SUBSTANCES,
TRAFFIC NOISE, & AIR QUALITY
 2701 Prospect Avenue
PO Box 201001
Helena, MT 59620-1001
Phone: (406) 444-7237
Fax (406) 444-0807
TTY: (406) 444-7696
www.mdt.mt.gov
Project Information Section A
1.
NEW R/W? 
Horizontal alignment shift? 	
Vertical alignment shift?
2.
UTILITY OR RR INVOLVEMENT?
Storm drain?
Water line replacement? 
Sanitary sewer replacement?
3.	
Is this a bridge demolition project (requires an asbestos inspection)? 
Document & Field Reviews - Section B (Activity 702)
1.
Special Areas of Concern - the following areas may require additional consideration (not a complete list).  Please check if they apply.         
Bozeman and North Gallatin County - asbestos
Libby - Troy and Lincoln County - asbestos (special provision required)
Carter County - erionite (special provision required)
Anaconda - Deer Lodge - Street Opening Permit or Administrative Development Permit required. Check with Anaconda- Deer Lodge County website
Butte- Silver Bow County Federal Superfund
Butte-Silver Bow Excavation Permit
Lewis & Clark County East Helena Superfund Area
2.
Records Review (DEQ, NRIS, etc.):
3.
Field Review:
4.
Personal Communications:
Air Quality - Section C (Activity 742)
1. Is this project subject to conformity?
The project is located in an area that is in attainment of the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for all regulated criteria pollutants. Therefore, this project is not subject to conformity. 
NOTE: No additional analysis or discussion is required.
2. Is this project exempt from conformity?
but is exempt from conformity per
40 CFR 93.126 or 40 CFR 93.128. NOTE: No additional analysis or discussion is required. Proceed to MSAT section.
Continue to question 3.
3. Is this project included in a conforming plan? (Applicable to MPOs only).
- project not in an MPO.
Therefore, the project is in conformity with the SIP.   NOTE: The project description in the NEPA document must be the same as the description in the TIP, STIP, or LRTP. The conformity statement should include a comparison of the proposed project to that described in the TIP, STIP, and/or LRTP to ensure that the design concept and scope have not changed since the conformity determination was made.
- The project is either not included the current conforming TIP, STIP, or LRTP or the project differs from that included in the conforming TIP, STIP, or LRTP. Therefore, the project as proposed will have to be included in an updated or amended conforming TIP, STIP, or LRTP before a conformity determination can be made for this project.    NOTE: MDT should be notified of this situation early in the air quality analysis process.
4. Hot Spot Determination (PM and/or CO)
Project is in or immediately adjacent to a PM Nonattainment or Maintenance area- MDT determined this project is "not a project of air quality concern". NOTE: MDT will provide the concurrence information for these projects. All interagency consultation should be included as an appendix to the air quality technical report.
Project is in or immediately adjacent to a CO Nonattainment or Maintenance Area and may require a hot-spot analysis.  Follow procedures in MDT Environmental Procedures Manual for hot-spot determination and, if necessary, hot-spot analysis.
Mobile Source Air Toxics - Section D  (MSAT)  (refer to MDT Environmental procedures manual chapter on air quality for more information)
1. Is this project exempt from the MSAT analysis? Please choose the best answer. 
- The project qualifies as a categorical exclusion under 23 CFR 771.117(c). Therefore, the project is exempt from MSATs analysis per FHWA's "Interim Guidance Update on Air Toxic Analysis in NEPA's documents".
- This project is exempt from MSATs analysis per FHWA's "Interim Guidance Update on Air Toxic Analysis in NEPA's documents".
This project has been determined to generate minimal air quality impacts for CAAA criteria pollutants and has not been linked with any special MSAT concerns. As such, the project will not result in changes in traffic volumes, vehicle mix, basic project location, or any other factor that would cause an increase in MSAT impacts of the project from that of the no-build alternative per FHWA's "Interim Guidance Update on Air Toxic Analysis in NEPA Documents". Moreover, EPA regulations for vehicle engines and fuels will cause overall MSAT emissions to decline significantly over the next several decades. Based on regulations now in effect, an analysis of national trends with EPA's MOVES model forecasts a combined reduction of over 80% in the total annual emission rate for the priority MSAT from 2010 to 2050 while vehicle miles of travel are projected to increase by over 100%. This will both reduce background level of MSAT as well as the possibility of even minor MSAT emissions from this project. 
Traffic Noise - Section E  (Activity 704)
Is this project a Type I project as defined in 23 CFR 772?
 
If "no" is selected, project is not a Type I but will meet the criteria for a Type III project as established in 23 CFR 772. Therefore, the project requires no analysis for highway traffic noise impacts. Type III projects do not involve added capacity, construction of new through lanes or auxiliary lanes, changes in the horizontal or vertical alignment of the roadway, or exposure of noise sensitive land uses to a new or existing highway noise source. MDT acknowledges that a noise analysis is required if changes to the proposed project result in reclassification to a Type I Project. See MDT Noise Policy (2011) and FHWA Highway Traffic Noise Analysis & Abatement Guidance, Jan. 2011.
Conclusions
Are there any potential issues concerning hazardous substances, groundwater quality, solid waste, air quality, or traffic noise on or adjacent to this proposed project?
Please indicate which activities will require completion below- activities in brackets correspond to Consultant Design Flowchart:
Detailed Noise Analysis (705{179/109})
Further Air Quality Analysis (742 {180})
PSI- Hazardous Materials/Substances (746)
Special Provisions are anticipated (716)
If there are no potential issues, let this serve as a statement of "No Impact" for the environmental document (activities 702, 704, and 742 are now completed).
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The Montana DEQ on-line mapping tool "Discover DEQ Throughout Montana" was reviewed on December 3, 2021, to identify potential hazardous materials or contaminated sites located within the project area. A memo is attached that describes the various sites/records identified in the DEQ database for the general project area. All sites of concern are associated with the former Smurfit-Stone Mill Site located at the north end of the project area. The Smurfit-Stone Mill Site (EPA ID MTN000802850) is proposed for listing on the National Priorities List (NPL). The proposed project intersects with Operable Units (OU) 2 and 3. Communication with DEQ initially occurred in 2018 and the agency identified that groundwater depth is between 20-30 feet below ground surface near the project and contaminated groundwater is unlikely to affect the project. Additional soil investigations led by DEQ and EPA have occurred at the site since 2018. Relevant records available from the EPA have been reviewed and are available in the project file. The project team is in communication with the new DEQ project manager, William George, and EPA project manager, Allie Archer. MDT completed a Preliminary Site Investigation in May 2023 and the report was completed in August 2023, which documented levels of soil contamination in areas along the highway where right-of-way acquisition and ground disturbing activities are planned. The August 2023 report was provided to DEQ and EPA.
An on-site field review was held after the initial scoping meeting on August 15, 2016.  Detailed field investigations related to aquatic resources identification were conducted in September 2017. A Preliminary Site Investigation occurred on May 10, 2023 that involved soil investigations.
Personal communication with Keith Large, former DEQ Smurfit-Stone project manager, was initially made in January 2018, to discuss the proposed improvements in relation to known contamination at the former mill site. The new DEQ Superfund Project Officer is William George and the project team is currently coordinating with Mr. George. Additionally, EPA project manager for the site, Allie Archer, has also been included in team coordination meetings. DEQ and the EPA were sent a copy of the PSI report on August 15, 2023. Additional coordination with DEQ will occur as the project progresses.
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Missoula PM-10 and CO Nonattainment Areas
1
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This project team has evaluated the proposed project against project classification definitions found at 23 CFR 772. A memo was developed for Consultant Design Activity 179, Preliminary Noise Determination and/or Analysis, that documents the findings and is attached. In short, the proposed project does not meet the definition of a Type I project and therefore is considered a Type III project. Refer to the Activity 179 Memo for more information.
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	PageCount: 
	ProjectName: West of Missoula - NW
	StartDate: 2023-10-10
	ProjectNum: STPS 263 – 1(28)6
	UPN: 6141000
	County: Missoula
	DescProj: The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT), in partnership with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is proposing to reconstruct Mullan Road, also known as Secondary Route 263 (S-263), beginning at reference post (RP) 5.5, approximately 0.5-mile southwest of the intersection with Deschamps Lane, and extending north to RP 10.6, just north of the intersection with Pulp Mill Road, to improve the roadway surface and overall safety of the roadway. The reconstruction would consist of widening the roadway shoulders, flattening the side slopes, improving the horizontal and vertical alignments, and upgrading the clear zone. In addition, the project would include guardrail replacement, upgraded pavement markings, signing, fencing, and the inclusion of a 10-foot-wide shared-use path (SUP) for bicycle/pedestrian accommodations. The project includes replacing one existing structure spanning an irrigation canal at approximately RP 7.3. The bridge is a 23-foot-long by 28-foot-wide steel span bridge built in 1970 that would be replaced due to the condition, age, and difficulty of widening the existing structure.A draft ISA form was submitted for the project on February 21, 2018, and an update to the ISA was completed on January 25, 2022, to document the addition of the shared-use path to the project scope and update information on agency communication. This update to the ISA form is necessary to document the Preliminary Site Investigation that occurred at the former Smurfit-Stone mill site along the highway where right-of-way acquisition is anticipated.
	Y: 
	N: 
	C1: NA
	C2: The proposed project does not require a Detailed Noise Analysis. No additional work or consideration of noise is necessary.
	C3: No further analysis of air quality is necessary.
	C4: NA
	C4b: The Preliminary Site Investigation has been completed (see Conclusions above). The PSI was submitted to MDT on August 7, 2023. In addition, the PSI was provided to the DEQ and EPA on August 15, 2023.
	C5: A Contaminated Soils special provision will be prepared to inform the contractor of the PSI results and note that landfill acceptance of this soil will need to be based upon individual landfill acceptance criteria. Special provisions may be necessary based on asbestos inspection of the bridge. As necessary, additional coordination with DEQ will be conducted as final design progresses.
	C6: NA
	C11: There is one existing structure within the project limits. The bridge structure number is S00263008+00001.  The bridge is a 23’ long x 28’ wide steel span bridge that allows an irrigation canal (Primrose Irrigation Canal) to flow under the roadway. The superstructure was built in 1970 and appears to have been placed on an existing concrete abutment of an unknown age. Due to the condition, age, and difficulty widening the existing structure, it is recommended that the structure be replaced as part of this project. An asbestos inspection of the bridge is anticipated to occur during Fall 2023. 
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	TextField4: Hazardous substances are the primary concern for the project area, and specifically in the vicinity of the former Smurfit-Stone Mill Site. Due to the need to acquire right-of-way and the potential for encountering contaminated soils, a PSI was conducted to evaluate the concentrations of contaminants in shallow soil within the planned disturbance area. On May 10, 2023, 10 soil borings were advanced up to 4-ft below ground surface and 28 soil samples were sent to a lab for analysis. The PSI is available in the project file. The following provides a summary of the results: -  Analytes detected include metals, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), dioxins, and furans. -  Arsenic was the only analyte detected above the commercial regional screening levels (RSLs); however, these exceedances did not exceed soil background threshold values (BTVs) for naturally occurring arsenic in Montana. -  PCBs, dioxins, and furans were detected in some samples but at concentrations less than RSLs. -  Based on this investigation, the metals in the soil are not at concentrations for the soil to be classified as hazardous waste.In addition, an asbestos inspection of the Primrose Irrigation Canal bridge is planned for the Fall 2023. 
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