
Glossary of Terms 

 - 1 - revised: 1.30.2007 

 Acronyms 
 
CORS Continuously Operating Reference System 
 
E-911 Enhanced 9-1-1 
 
GIS Bureau  
 
GPS Global Positioning System 
 
ITSD Information Technology & Services Division 
 
MARLS The Montana Association of Registered Land Surveyors 
 
MCPDB Montana Control Point Database 
 
MDT Montana Department of Transportation 
 
MGRC Montana Geodetic Reference Center 
 
MLIAC Montana Land Information Advisory Council 
 
MSDI Montana Spatial Data Infrastructure 
 
NGS National Geodetic Survey 
 
NOAA's National Oceanic and Atmospheric Agency 
 
NSRS National Spatial Reference System 
 
Real time Correction   
 
RTK Real Time Kinematic 
 
RTN Real Time Network 

A network of GPS stations that broadcast a real-time correction of the GPS signal 
 
VRN Virtual Reference Network 
 
VRS Virtual Reference System 
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Definitions 

 

Datum – The reference specifications of a measurement system, usually a system of coordinate 

positions on a surface (a horizontal datum) or heights above or below a surface (a vertical 

datum) (ie, North American Datum 1983, (NAD83) ). 

 

Georeference -- Aligning geographic data to a known coordinate system so it can be viewed, 

queried, and analyzed with other geographic data.  

 

Geospatial Data – (Also referred to as; Spatial Data, Any data that can be mapped.  

Information about the locations and shapes of geographic features and the relationships between 

them, usually stored as coordinates and topology.   

 

Map Projection -- A method by which the curved surface of the earth is portrayed on a flat 

surface. This generally requires a systematic mathematical transformation of the earth's graticule 

of lines of longitude and latitude onto a plane.  Every map projection distorts distance, area, 

shape, direction, or some combination thereof. 

 

 


