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MONTANA, the nation's fourth largest state, averages 550
miles in length and 275 miles in width. The Continental
Divide runs north and south through the western section.
The highest point is Granite Peak, 12,799 feet; the lowest is
1,820 feet on the Kootenai River at the Idaho line. Climate
varies with topography and altitude. Average annual rainfall
is 15 inches, varying from 9.69 to over 100 inches. Average
daytime temperatures vary from 28° in January to 84.5° in
July.

MONTANA was first seen by French fur traders in 1743
Lewis and Clark explored the area as part of the Louisiana
Purchase in 1805-06; the first trading post was built in 1807
while the first permanent white settlement was St. Mary's
Mission founded in 1841, still standing today. Gold pros-
pectors struck it rich in Bannack in 1862 with later strikes in
Virginia City and Helena. The first herd of longhorn cattle
was trailed from Texas in 1866. The Indian wars ended with
Custer's Last Stand in 1876 and a year later Chief Joseph
surrendered at the Battle of the Bear's Paw. MONTANA
became a territory in 1864 and the 41st state in 1889.
Today 6 railroads, 10 bus lines and 4 airlines serve Mon-
tana; 9,448 miles of paved urban, secondary, primary and
interstate highways cross the state.

MONTANA has a land area of 93,157,952 acres richly
endowed with natural resources. In addition to millions of
mQMm of ideal range and crop land, other prominent com-
modities being utilized for the nation and world are water, ; : ;
copper, timber, coal, lead, oil and natural gas. Livestock is m,m__,.ﬁ”:._m_q_ LE__nm.ﬂﬂnﬂ%ﬂﬁﬂ:ﬂﬂ%
by far the most important agricultural product but T S e i
Montana is also a leading producer of wheat, barley, hay

and sugar beets. Cash receipts from farm products exceed

$711,600,000 while the latest estimated value of mineral

production is $285,000,000. Qil and gas top this field

followed by copper. Production of low-sulfur coal in the

state is expanding rapidly as the nation seeks new energy

supplies.

The timber industry harvests about 1.4 billion board feet
annually. Products include lumber, plywood, pulp
paper, manufactured wood products and over a m
Christmas trees. Most of the state's power is hydroelectric,
but there are six steam generating plants using coal as fuel.
Two large additional mine-mouth generating plants are
currently under construction. The annual value added by
manufacture in Montana is more than $330,400,000 based
primarily on processing of raw materials and agricultural
commaodities.
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Montana Agate
Montana Sapphire

State Tree
Ponderosa Pine
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