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A Montana Welcome..

My wife, Carol, and my sons, Tom and Pat, join me in saying welcome to Montana. . . for
Montana is family country just as surely as it is mountain country, prairie country, cattle
country, and gold country.

For families, Montana is a big, uncrowded land with something for everyone — young and
old. We can all enjoy camping, fishing, hiking, ghost towns and gold panning, rodeos and
Indian powwows, museums, art galleries, magnificent scenery, and comfortable western
hospitality in the Big Sky country.

Let us welcome you to Montana this year. You'll love it as

State Bird
Weslern Meadowlark

much as we do.

State Flower
The Bitterroot

State Gem Stones

Montana Agale
Montana Sapphire

. &

[

State Tree
Ponderosa Pine

s

Governor Thomas L. Judge
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The
: Treasure
State

MONTANA, the nation’s fourth largest state, averages 550 miiles in
length and 275 miles in width. The Continental Divide runs north and
south through the western section. The highest point is Granite Peak,
12,799 feet; the lowest is 1,820 feet on the Kootenai River at the Idaho
line. Climate varies with topography and altitude. Average annual
rainfall is 15 inches varying from 9.69 to over 100 inches. Average day-
time temperatures vary from 28° in January to 84.5° in July.

MONTANA was first recorded by FRENCH fur traders in 1743. Lewis
and Clark explored the area as part of the Louisiana Purchase in
1805-06; the first trading post was built in 1807 while the first perma-
nent white settlement was St. Mary's Mission founded in 1841, still
standing today. Gold prospectors struck it rich in Bannack in 1862
with later strikes in Virginia City and Helena. The first herd of long-
horn cattle was trailed from Texas in 1866. The Indian wars ended with
Custer's Last Stand in 1876 and a year later Chief Joseph surrendered
at the Battle of the Bear's Paw. MONTANA became a territory in 1864
and the 41st state in 1889. Today 6 railroads, 10 bus lines and 4 air-
lines serve Montana; 9,552 miles of paved urban, secondary, primary
and interstate highways cross the state.

MONTANA has a land area of 93,157 952 acres richly endowed with
natural resources. In addition to millions of acres of ideal range and
cropland, other prominent commodities being utilized for the mation
and world are water, copper, timber, coal, lead, oil and natural gas.
Livestock is by far the most important agricultural product...but
Montana is also a leading producer of wheat, barley, hay and sugar
beets. Cash receipts from farm products exceed $1,161,050,000 while
the latest estimated value of mineral production is $560,246,000. Cop-
per tops this field, followed by oil and gas. Production of low-sulphur
coal is expanding rapidly as the nation seeks new energy supplies.

The timber industry harvests about 1.4 billion board feet annually.
Products include lumber, plywood, pulp and paper, manufactured
wood products and over a million Christmas trees. Most of the state's
power is hydroelectric, but there are six steam generating plants
using coal as fuel. Two large additional mine-mouth generating plants
are currently under construction. The annual value added by manu-
facture in Montana is more than $515,200,000 based primarily on

and family mmmﬂm_m.mum processing of raw materials and agricultural commodities.
: Montana
...and please drive carefully Department
The highways of Montana are among America's finest and _Oq _.__.—O_._iﬂu‘m
have been designed to allow the traveler to enjoy all of our
magnificent scenery as safely as possible. So enjoy our
beauty, and to insure yourself of the best vacation possible, _._m_.mz}. MONTANA
observe traffic regulations and please use your safety belts. 59601

Colonel Joseph R. Sol Chief; Highway Patrol Bureau
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is Rodeo ™

site of the 1977

National High School
Rodeo Finals... Aug. ﬁ

21, Helena.




