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A Montana Welcome...

My wife, Carol, and my sons, Pat ﬁ i |
and Tom, join me in saying i
welcome to Montana. !

The Official MONTANA
1978 Highway Map

o.
For FREE Distribution 7~ r hs

The map of Montana is the map of
a vividly beautiful landscape of
mountains and prairies - and more.

It is also a map of the history of |
this land, history still visible in :
ghost towns and mining camps !
scattered over the Montana miles. f _
We hope you'll enjoy your stay - .
and please come back soon.

. MONTANA, the nation’'s fourth largest state, averages 550 miles in

' _ AR length and 275 miles in width. The Continental Divide runs north and

."__ Ll south through the western section. The highest point is Granite Peak,

\ 12,799 feet; the lowest is 1,820 feet on the Kootenai River at the Idaho

_ | . line. Climate varies with topography and altitude. Average annual

| . rainfall is 15 inches varying from 9.69 to over 100 inches. Average day-
_ The Bitterraot time temperatures vary from 28° in January to 84.5° in July.

MONTANA was first recorded by FRENCH fur traders in 1743. Lewis
. and Clark explored the area as part of the Louisiana Purchase in
1805-06; the first trading post was built in 1807 while the first perma-

nent white settlement was St. Mary's Mission founded in 1841, still
standing today. Gold prospectors struck it rich in Bannack in 1862
| with later strikes in Virginia City and Helena. The first herd of long-
u“%am..-u.nhﬁ. horn cattle was trailed from Texas in 1866. The Indian wars ended with
Montana Sapphire Custer's Last Stand in 1876 and a year later Chief Joseph surrendered
at the Battle of the Bear's Paw. MONTANA became a territory in 1864
and the 41st state in 1889. Today 6 railroads, 9 bus lines and 4 airlines
serve Montana; 9,234 miles of paved urban, secondary, primary and

interstate highways cross the state.

MONTANA has a land area of 93,157,952 acres richly endowed with
natural resources. In addition to millions of acres of ideal range and
cropland, other prominent commodities being utilized for the nation
and world are water, copper, timber, coal, lead, oil and natural gas.
Livestock is by far the most important agricultural product...but izl 2o
Montana is also a leading producer of wheat, barley, hay and sugar COVER PHOTO: Pelicans at
beets. Cash receipts from farm products exceed $1,007,500,000 while Bowdoin National Wildlife Refuge
Re S the latest estimated value of mineral production is $670,000,000. I

e The timber industry produces about 1.4 billion board feet annually.

Products include lumber, plywood, pulp and paper, manufactured
__ wood products and over a million Christmas trees. Most of the state's
Y. . power is hydroelectric, but there are 4 steam generating plants using
/ /7 4 h, : coal as fuel. Two large additional mine-mouth generating plants are
R T ad .ﬂn%ruwh\ " f ! e e currently under construction. The annual value added by manufacture

: i _ A in Montana is more than $532,200,000 based primarily on processing
Governor Thomas L. Judge | : N of raw materials and agricultural commodities.

and family ! Bluebunch
Wheatgrass

T — -

Montana _ -
last of the big time splendors

...and please drive carefully Department

The highways of Montana are among America's finest and of _.__Q_...iﬂ{m
have been designed to allow the traveler to enjoy all of our

ammzmzna:_mnmzoémmmmqm_qmmuomm,u_m.mous_uqocq
beauty, and to insure yourself of the best vacation possible, Im_.m2>. —SOZ._.>Z>

observe traffic regulations and please use your safety belts. 59601

Colonel Joseph R. Sol Chief, Highway Patrol Bureau

:..,L._.,-.h



