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General Instructions
The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) developed this process to determine if a project is of Air Quality Concern and subsequently needs a hot-spot analysis for particulate matter (PM).  This form is used once it is determined the project is not exempt pursuant to 40 CFR 93.126 and 128.  Refer to Chapter 42 of the MDT Environmental Manual and the Project Level Conformity Flowchart.  This information will also be used for Interagency Consultation.
  
Complete Section A to provide a description of the project and the applicable non-attainment/maintenance area.  This information is available in the project Preliminary Field Review report or Scope of Work report.
Complete Section B to make the determination that the project is or is not one of Air Quality Concern (40 CFR 93.123 (b)(1)).  Projects that meet the trigger of “Air Quality Concern” are those with significant number of diesel vehicles, and certain types of projects that increase traffic to a major freight, bus or intermodal facility.  
Section A - Project Setting and Description
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Section B - Project Assessment
The questions below will assist in determining if the project is of air quality concern, which would trigger the need for a quantitative hot-spot analysis for PM. Once that is determined, the form is submitted to the Interagency Consultation (IAC) team for concurrence.  If the project matches one of the listed project types in 40 CFR 93.123(b)(1), or if it is in a location identified in the PM SIP or Limited Maintenance Plan as a location of previous or potential violation, it is considered a project of air quality concern (POAQC) and the hot-spot demonstration must be based on quantitative analysis methods in accordance with 40 CFR 93.116(a) and the consultation requirements of 40 CFR 93.105(c)(1)(i) and ARM 17.8.1305, 17.8.1306 and 17.8.1310.  Refer to Appendix B of the 2015 EPA Document titled, “Transportation Conformity Guidance for Quantitative Hot-spot Analyses in PM2.5 and PM10 Nonattainment and Maintenance Areas” for examples of projects that are and are not Projects of Air Quality Concern, and for the definition of “significant.”
1. Is the project on a new highway or the expansion of an existing facility that serves 125,000 AADT or greater, with 8% or more commercial diesel trucks? 
2. Is this a project that affects a signalized intersection where the LOS is D, E or F that has a significant increase in the diesel trucks (50% or greater increase)?
3. Does the project add new exit ramps or other improvements to connect a highway to a major freight, bus or intermodal terminal where the dominant vehicles are diesel? 
4. Does the project increase the number of diesel transit buses and/or diesel trucks (50% or greater increase)? 
POAQC Determination - Results
Yes, the project is considered a POAQC and requires a quantitative hot spot analysis.  Enter the reasons for this determination into the comment box.  Proceed to Interagency Consultation and assistance from FHWA.
POAQC Determination - Results
No, the project is not considered a POAQC.  Provide completed form to the Interagency Consultation Team for concurrence or discussion.  Upon receiving concurrences, the analysis is complete.  File and distribute as necessary.
Section C - Interagency Consultation (IAC) Process
Identify the agencies needed for Interagency Consultation and provide the information in the table below.  Common Interagency contacts include FHWA, EPA, DEQ, City-County Government, MDT Planning, and Tribe if on a reservation with a nonattainment or maintenance area.  If a PM hot-spot analysis is required and the IAC team members agree with that conclusion, contact the local FHWA office to begin Consultation Procedures and request assistance from FHWA Resource Center.    If the answer is NO to all the project-type questions, request concurrence from all interagency parties within 10 business days; a non-response will be interpreted as concurrence that the project is not a project of air quality concern and does not require a hot-spot analysis.  Use the Interagency Consultation Table to document when concurrence is requested and received.  Once concurrence is received and/or comments are addressed the environmental document can be completed.
Consultation Process
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