
BIG SPRING CREEK 
Watershed #9-Middle Missouri River Basin  

Fergus County, Montana 
 

 
 

LAND OWNERSHIP:  MONTANA FISH, WILDLIFE AND PARKS (FWP) 

 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 
In 1996, the Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) partnered with the Montana Department of Transportation 

(MDT) to restore approximately one half of a mile of Big Spring Creek, at the FWP Brewery Flats Fishing 

Access site.  Big Spring Creek was straightened through the Brewery Flats area around 1907 by the Milwaukee 

Railroad to facilitate the construction of a freight yard to the west of the creek. FWP proposed, through their 

Future Fisheries Improvement Program (FFIP), to restore that section of Big Spring Creek that traversed 

Brewery Flats to a more natural condition for the purpose of improving fisheries habitat. In addition to 

increasing total stream length from 2,300 feet to 4,000 feet, the design also included the establishment of a 

functional floodplain and associated wetland habitat. This restoration project provided approximately 7.2 acres 

of mitigation credits to mitigate transportation projects in watershed #9 (Missouri River Basin).   

 

 



 

 

WETLAND INHABITANTS 

 

 
             

  
                               Osprey                                  Muskrat 

 



 

 

WETLAND VEGETATION 
 

Dominant wetland vegetation 

 

Three types of communities were observed: 

 

Type 1- Red top (Agrostis alba)  

 

Type 2- Broad-leaf cat-tail (Typha latifolia) 

 

Type 3- Peach leaf willow (Salix amygdaloides) 

 

         
 

 
Salix amygdaloides (Peach leaf willow) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/77/Salix_amygdaloides(01).jpg


 

 

Big Spring Creek 

 
 

 

Click the icon below for complete monitoring reports for this site (2001 to 2005) 

 
Wetland Mitigation Site 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/environmental/external/wetlands
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/other/environmental/external/wetlands
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/publications/brochures/wetland_mitigation.shtml

