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Dear East Helena Friends and Neighbors, 

The Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) is proposing 
to reconstruct US 287/US 12, east of East Helena. This project, 
known as Highway 287 – Diehl Ranch Drive to Spokane Creek 
Road, would consist of two travel lanes in each direction, a 
center turn lane, a right-turn lane from Spokane Creek Road, 
and eight-foot shoulders. Highway 287 is an important route 
between Helena and Three Forks that is experiencing increasing 
travel that it was not originally designed to accommodate. To 
meet increasing demand, the three-mile stretch of roadway will 
be completely reconstructed, including grading, resurfacing, 
pavement markings and signage.
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While construction isn’t slated to begin until the summer of 2021, 
the right-of-way process is scheduled to begin soon. Residents 
and businesses may see crews in the area and may be contacted 
by MDT in the near future. The final design and construction 
schedule of the project will be established soon. MDT staff will 
contact all potentially affected landowners prior to construction 
regarding property acquisition and temporary construction 
permits. 

We know that you care about this area and we take this 
responsibility very seriously. This mailer is intended to share 
our current progress with you and also to share our contact 
information. Our goal is to ensure you know project plans well 
and that you are able to have your questions answered quickly.  
Please feel free to contact us through the following channels to 
sign up for updates or to continue learning more.



  Email Katie: Katie@BigSkyPublicRelations.com

  Call the project hotline: (406) 207-4484

  Text: “HIGHWAY287” to 41411 to sign up for updates*

  Visit: https://www.mdt.mt.gov/pubinvolve/eastofeasthelenaeast/

This document is printed at state expense. Information on the cost of producing this publication 
may be  obtained by contacting the Department  of Administration.

*Please note that standard message and data rates may apply. We anticipate sending 1 
update message per week and subscribers may request help by replying HELP or opt-
out at anytime by replying STOP. Visit mdt.mt.gov/mdt/security_policy.shtml for terms 
and privacy policy.

Again, construction is tentatively planned for 2021. During 
construction drivers may experience delays up to 15 minutes and 
should expect lower travel speeds during that time. One travel lane 
in each direction will be maintained throughout the project.

We look forward to working together. 

Respectfully, 
Katie Klietz
Communications Manager
Big Sky Public Relations on behalf of the Montana Department of 
Transportation 

STAY IN THE KNOW

Learn more about Vision Zero at http://www.mdt.
mt.gov/visionzero. Alternative accessible formats of this 
document will be provided on request. Persons who 
need an alternative format should contact the Human 
Resources and Occupational Safety Division, Department 
of Transportation, 2701 Prospect Avenue, PO Box 201001, 
Helena, MT 59620. Telephone 406-444-9229. Those using 
a TTY may call 1(800)335-7592 or through the Montana 
Relay Service at 711.


