
Safe On All Roads (SOAR) 
Program 



•6.7% of the population 
 

•20% of all Montana 
fatalities (2012) 

 
•Historically 11-20% of all 

Montana fatalities 
 
 

Native American Fatal Crashes 



Traffic Deaths by Age Group 
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Goal: Reduce traffic deaths/injuries on reservations 

• Training  

• News releases  

• Creative development and media campaigns  

• Production and distribution of promotional items  

• Coordination with community agencies/organizations  

• Coalition-building with regional/community leaders  

• Data collection  

• Presentations at schools and meetings  

• Support for law enforcement  

• Advocacy for policy change  

• Facilitation of displays & sponsorships for public events  

• Recruitment of student advocates  

 

Objectives: 
Increase seatbelt use 
Decrease impaired driving/riding with an impaired driver 



• Each tribe is unique 

• Involve tribes in finding solutions 

• Connect tribes with resources 

• Relationships are key – active 
programs with strong tribal 
participation 

• Improved data collection 

• Awareness of culture in framing 
programs 

Key Principles 



S.O.A.R. Coordinators 



Focus Groups 

Blackfeet Community College 



• Athletic Events 

• Holiday Powwows; Round Dances 

• Valentine’s Day + Father’s Day 

• Prom + Graduation 

• 4th July + Summer powwow season 

• Community events, e.g. parades 

• Community fairs 

• College registration/orientation 

• Labor Day 

• October masquerades 

• School presentations 

Year-round SOAR Messaging 





Basketball a Focus for  The 
Program  

 

SOAR sponsors a Variety of 
tournaments on the 
Reservations.   

 
• Provide Winning Team with 

Jerseys or other prizes with 
the buckle up message 
 

• Great avenue for delivering 
the message to families 

 
 



Buckle Up! Live to Ride 
Again! 
 

message origination:  
Blackfeet Nation 

Buckle Up Boys  

message origination: 

 
Margene Asay  
Confederated Salish 
& Kootenai Tribes 



Current Campaign 

• Road signs placed at all exits at High Schools 

 

• Colleges will be added 



• Provided traffic safety messaging for 
prom 

 

• $100 gift cards in drawing for prom-goers 
who signed a pledge not to drink an 
drive 
 

Fort Belknap Prom 
Campaign 



Message origination: 

 
Mike Todd 
Fort Peck Tribes 



Message origination:  
Collaborative effort of Fort Peck, 

Blackfeet,  
Rocky Boy’s, and Fort Belknap, with 

other advisors 



Data Shows Progress 
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Visit us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/SafeOnAllRoads  

http://www.facebook.com/SafeOnAllRoads
http://www.facebook.com/SafeOnAllRoads


Sheila Cozzie 

Montana Department of Transportation 

State Highway Traffic Safety  

scozzie@mt.gov   

(406) 444-7301 

www.mdt.mt.gov/safety/safetyprg.shtml 

 

mailto:scozzie@mt.gov
http://www.mdt.mt.gov/safety/safetyprg.shtml

