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FCCLA Partnership

• 17 Chapters Participated – Statewide

• FDSL - $7,500

• NRSF - $7,500

• NHTSA - $8,731
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FCCLA Partnership

• Ford Driving Skills for Life 

• 1st Place – Three Forks High School - $2,500

• 2nd Place – Beaverhead High School - $1,500

• 3rd Place – Choteau High School - $1,000

4



FCCLA Partnership

National Road Safety Foundation

• 1st Place – North Star H.S. - $2,500

• 2nd Place – Terry H.S. - $1,500

• 3rd Place – Shepherd H.S. - $1,000

• Honorable Mention 

Plentywood High School - $500
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Recognition

• Three Forks Schools – Cathe Felz
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Three Forks High School 

won the 2019 National 

Chapter Public Relations 

Award in part for their 

efforts in their Vision Zero 

campaign.  Big KUDOS to 

Three Forks FCCLA 

chapter members.



Recognition
• Megan Vincent, Montana FCCLA – Peter K. O’Rourke Award
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Special Achievement Awards

recognize notable achievements in 

the field of highway safety by 

individuals, coalitions, 

organizations, nonprofit groups, 

businesses, media, government 

agencies, universities, or programs
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Three Forks FCCLA 

Three Forks Family Career and Community Leaders of America
Highway Traffic Safety Project focused on driving safely.



Unrestrained Occupants Fatalities & 
Suspected Serious Injuries

9Data Retrieved 07/22/2019

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Unrestrained Vehicle Occupant -

Fatalities & SSI
435 391 378 474 420 346 413 362 305 312

5 Year Average 573 523 473 447 420 402 406 403 369 348

Fatalities 107 90 110 114 105 100 118 95 84 88

Suspected Serious Injuries 328 301 268 360 315 246 295 267 221 224
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10Data Retrieved 07/22/2019

Unrestrained Occupant

Severe Injury(SI) = Fatality or Suspected Serious Injury

YEAR
TOTAL OP 

FATALITIES

TOTAL OP SEVERE 

INJURIES

2016 95 362

2017 84 305

2018 88 312



11Data Retrieved 07/22/2019

3-Year 

Unrestrained 

Occupant

Severe Injury Trend by 

Crash Factor

2016- 2018 Average

85% Roadway Departure

13% Intersection

72% Impaired Driver Involved

Severe Injury = Fatality or Suspected Serious Injury



12Data Retrieved 07/22/2019

3-Year 

Unrestrained 

Occupant

Severe Injury Trend by 

Crash Factor

2016- 2018 Average

92%  Rural Crash

41% June – September

50% Friday – Sunday

81%  Speed Limit> 35 mph 

Severe Injury = Fatality or Suspected Serious Injury
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Observational Seat Belt Use Survey

Conducted Annually  per NHTSA Survey Methodology 

YEAR All Roads

2017 78%

2018 87%

2019 89%
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2019 Montana 

Youth Risk 

Behavior Survey 

Seat Belt 

Use

MT Office of 

Public 

Instruction

52%  of students always wear a seat belt when riding in a 

car;

8% report never or rarely wearing a seat belt

72% among drivers, always wear a seat belt when 

driving, 

7% never or rarely wear a seat belt while driving

10% of males, and 5% of females never or rarely 

wear a seat belt when driving 

Percentage of students who never or 

rarely wore a seat belt when riding in 

a car by Grade Level: 

9th = 5.9%, 10th = 6.3%, 11th = 7%, 12th = 10.2%



Occupant Protection 
Emphasis Area Strategies
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Strategies - Occupant Protection

• Child Passenger Safety Certification Training – more on 
this later!

• 2019 Capitol Rotunda Day exhibits
• Buckle Up MT, Safe On All Roads (SOAR), EMS & 

Trauma Systems, American Academy of Pediatrics, 
MT D.R.I.V.E.

• Roadway safety and buckle up activities with 1st

graders, including Governor reading “Just for Big Kids” 
booster seat story.

• Under the Bar, Booster Seat in the Car
• Traffic safety education – Larry the Crash Dummy
• Saved By The Belt presentations – Six recipients! 



2019 Capitol Rotunda 
Traffic Safety Day
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2019 Capitol Rotunda Traffic 
Safety Day
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• Selective Traffic Enforcement Program –

STEP – 20 Agencies statewide 

• Collectively wrote almost 800 seat belt 

citations in 2018 during STEP patrols 

• High visibility mobilizations – Holidays –

Memorial Day “Click it or Ticket”

• Support includes over time, paid and earned 

media: radio, press release



• Buckle Up Montana Coalitions – BUMTs
• Safe On All Roads - SOAR
• Sharing consistent information through the “fact 

sheet” and “book mark” 

Partnerships
• Teen Program with FCCLA
• OPI Traffic Education
• Youth Risk Behavior Study
• DPHSS EMS Trauma Systems



• Evaluate media campaigns through surveys

• Behavior – Over 80% report always wear seat belt

• Awareness – almost 50% report seeing, hearing 
seat belt ads

• Current ads are trending 85 – 98% positive 
message

• New Buckle Up message developed to run for 
extended seat belt campaign spring through summer 
2019.  One reason theme. 
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/visionzero/people/buckleup/default.shtml
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https://www.mdt.mt.gov/visionzero/people/buckleup/default.shtml
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_o1A883VUo&feature=youtu.be

Buckle Up 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e_o1A883VUo&feature=youtu.be


Child Passenger Safety

• Erin Root, Occupant Protection Program 
Planner

• Tracie Keisel, BUMT Coordinator, National 
CPS Instructor

• Wendy Olson, BUMT Coordinator, National 
CPS Instructor
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FFY19 - CPS Trainings

• Locations: Columbus, Great Falls, Whitefish, 
Missoula, Billings, Havre

• Number of Techs Certified: 70

• Plan for 2020: Missoula, Bozeman, Helena, 
Billings, Great Falls
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FFY19 - CPS Recertification

• CPS Technicians are required to recertify on a 
two-year cycle

• Requirements include seat check verifications, 
participating in community education and 
completing  CEU’s

• Stay tuned for more information in next 
presentation….
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FFY19 - Car Seat Distribution

• MDT purchased 541 convertible car seats

• Distributed to 41 locations in 35 counties

• Distributed prior to National CPS Week: 09/15-
09/21/19
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OP Mini-Grants

• Provide education and outreach regarding seat 
belt use and child passenger safety

• Assist with events, media, educational materials, 
etc.

• Projects funded up to $5000

• Examples of OP mini-grant projects: 
• CPS training dolls

• CPS training trailer

• Hill County Buckle Up Coalition
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Breaking Down Barriers in Child 

Passenger Safety Programs



• Survey the current 
CPS technicians and 
instructors

• Identify strategies 
to introduce age-
appropriate child 
passenger safety and seat 
belt educational programs 
into elementary, middle, 
and high schools

• Offer in-person 
technical updates 
throughout the state to 
safeguard the investment 
in resources expended in 
child passenger safety 
certification.
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Key Recommendations:



Key Recommendation #1

• Survey the current CPS technicians and 
instructors to assess:

• local involvement in CPS activities

• their needs to achieve and improve 
technical skill level 

• ways to increase recertification rates
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Pre-Survey February 2019
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Length of time as a technician Participate as part of job or volunteer



Do you have 
everything
you need? 
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What are 
you 

missing?



Why not?
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Attend annual 
update in 
Helena?



Interested in 
Regional tech 

updates?
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Topic suggestions?



Do you have access to the tools 
needed to provide car seat safety 

inspection services?
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No 
17%

No 
7%

February 

September 

10% 
increase  

in the 
number 
of techs 
having 
what 
they 
need

Yes 83%

• Yes 83

Yes 93%



How confident are you with your 
CPS skills level?
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1 Not Very

2 Nervous

3 Still Learning

4 Gaining Speed 

5 Very Confident



FFY Recertification Rates
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55.8%
68.3%



Recertification Rates

Montana 

• ranked 27th at the end of FFY2018

• ranked 3rd at the end of FFY2019
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Key Recommendation #2

• Identify strategies to introduce age-
appropriate child passenger safety and seat 
belt educational programs into elementary, 
middle, and high schools
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Education Stations as 

part of Capitol Rotunda 

Day
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Education 
Stations

Proper fit of
seat belts



Reading with 
Governor 
Bullock
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Key Recommendation #3

• Offer in-person technical updates throughout 
the state to safeguard the investment in child 
passenger safety certification

• Combine updates with community car seat 
checks to provide an opportunity for hands-on 
skills sign-offs
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13th Annual May Tech 
Update-Helena
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10 

instructors 

attended

40 child 

safety 

seats 

checked
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42 
Technicians 

attended 

earning 4 

CEU’s



Looking Forward
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• Use survey info to guide the CEU 
session content and locations for the 
2020 Tech Updates

• Connect techs with other techs in 
their area

• Look for ways to link techs to needed 
resources such as: LATCH Manuals, 
Safety Seats, Pool Noodles, etc.

• Develop ways to recruit, retain and 
recognize technicians, teams and 
instructors
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