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Unrestrained 
Vehicle Occupant 
Emphasis Area

Objective:

• Reduction of Unrestrained 
Vehicle Occupant Fatalities

• Reduction of Unrestrained 
Vehicle Occupant Serious 
Injuries



The 5-year average shows a continuous decrease. 2017, 2018, & 2019 were the lowest 
years for unrestrained vehicle occupant fatalities & serious injuries. 

Unrestrained Vehicle Occupant Fatalities & 

Serious Injuries, 2011-2020

Data Confirmed 8/30/2022



Unrestrained Vehicle Occupant Fatalities & 

Serious Injuries, 5-Year Comparison 

Data Confirmed  08/30/2022



National Safety Council –
Cost of Motor Vehicle Injuries

Calculable factors from a motor vehicle crash include: 

- Loss of Wages and  Productivity 
- Increase in Insurance 

- Emergency Medical Care & Transport
- Trauma Care 
- Medical Expenses
- Administrative Costs

- Motor Vehicle Damage Loss

- Employer’s Uninsured Loss

- New Employee Training

- Cost of a Motor  Vehicle Fatality = $1.75 million

Source: National Safety Council, https://injuryfacts.nsc.org/all-injuries/costs/guide-to-calculating-costs/data-details/

https://injuryfacts.nsc.org/all-injuries/costs/guide-to-calculating-costs/data-details/


Unrestrained Vehicle 
Occupant 
Emphasis Area Partners

• BUMT Coalitions

• Labor & Industry

• Public Health and Humans Services-Injury 
Prevention

• Office of Public Instruction – Driver Education

• Montana Highway Patrol

• Missoula Police Department

• Safe Kids Montana

• SOAR Program



Laws & Enforcement 
– Partnerships with 
Law Enforcement
Support efforts from partners and stakeholders to 
implement a primary seat belt law

• Selective Traffic Enforcement 
Program  (STEP)

• 2021 – Over 9,000 total hours 
worked on grant -1,245 seat belt 
citations, 26 child restraint 
citations.

• Safety Enforcement Traffic Team –
(SETT) - 2021, 239 seat belt 
citations, 10 child restraint citations.



Communication, Education & Injury 
Prevention

Sustain and grow the community-based Buckle Up Montana 
program. 

• Tri-County (Lewis & Clark, Jefferson, Broadwater) 
BUMT Helena School District,  Tracie Kiesel, 
Coordinator

• Cascade County BUMT – Megan Brunelle, Coordinator

• Flathead County BUMT – Wendy Olson-Hansen, 
Coordinator

• Missoula County BUMT – Steve Schmidt, Coordinator



Sustain and Grow Child 
Passenger Safety Technician 
Certification

September 2022 : Car seat 
check event in Great Falls 
during National Child 
Passenger Safety Week



Sustain and Grow Child Passenger 
Safety Technician Certification

FFY22 (Oct 2021-Sept 2022)

• 16 CPS Instructors

• 294 CPS Technicians

• 14 Special Needs Technicians

• 38 Counties Covered  (some 
techs covering multiple 
Counties )

• 8 CPST Courses Held = 94 New 
Techs

• 2 CPST Courses Cancelled

• 1 Renewal Course Held

• 1 Special Needs Course

Communication, Education & Injury 

Prevention

Source: Car Seats and Booster Seats | NHTSA



Montana’s Top CPS Instructors & 
Technicians

MT Instructors have a combined 232 years 
of CPS Certification/Experience

Top 12 Techs have a combined 178 years 
CPS Certification/Experience 



CPS Technical 
Support

• Montana’s Child Passenger 
Safety  Team Newsletter

• CPS Technician Webinars 

• CPS Technician Survey



Communication, Education & Injury 
Prevention

Continue to support and sustain 
purchase and distribution of 
child passenger safety seats. 

• FFY21, MDT distributed 
235 convertible child safety 
seats and 253 Two-In-One 
Booster seats to CPS 
Inspection Stations 

• FFY22 Seat distribution,  
231 convertible car seats, 
196 Two-In-One Booster 
seats. 



Communication, Education & Injury 
Prevention
Support the Traffic Safety Culture & Towards Zero Deaths efforts

Resources and Tools to Reduce Multi-Risk Driving 
Behaviors
• Driving After Cannabis Use
• Exploring Traffic Safety Citizenship
• Traffic Safety Cultures and the Safe Systems Approach
• Key Information for DUIC Policy
• Proactive Traffic Safety: Empowering Behaviors to 

Reach our Shared Vision of Zero Deaths and Serious 
Injuries

• Traffic Safety Culture Primer
• Guidance for Evaluating Traffic Safety Culture Strategies
• Guidance on Messaging to Avoid Reactance and
• Address Moral Disengagement
• Guidance to Promote Workplace Policies and Family
• Rules to Reduce Cell Phone Use While Driving and
• Promote Engaged Driving

Source: Traffic Safety Culture, https://www.mdt.mt.gov/research/projects/trafficsafety.aspx

https://www.mdt.mt.gov/research/projects/cannabis-use.aspx
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/research/projects/trafficsafety-citizenship.aspx
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/research/projects/trafficsafety-ss-approach.aspx
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/research/projects/trafficsafety-duic.aspx
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/research/projects/trafficsafety-cc-tools.aspx
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/research/projects/trafficsafety-primer.aspx
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/research/projects/trafficsafety-strategies.aspx
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/research/projects/trafficsafety-reactance.aspx
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/research/projects/trafficsafety-reactance.aspx
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/research/projects/trafficsafety-engaged.aspx
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/research/projects/trafficsafety-engaged.aspx
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/research/projects/trafficsafety-engaged.aspx
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/research/projects/trafficsafety.aspx


Improve Unrestrained Vehicle 
Occupant Data

• Research  traffic safety 
behaviors/  restraint use

• Observational surveys

• Child Passenger Safety 
checklists

• Evaluate occupant 
protection behavior 
surveys



Improve Unrestrained Vehicle 
Occupant Data

• Safety Restraint Use
• Crash Data – trend 

analysis 

• Observational 
• Seat Belt counts

• Child Passenger Safety 
• Technician collect data 

when assisting caregivers
• Surveys

• Montana Youth Risk 
Behavior Survey 

• Youth Risk Behavior Survey 
(mt.gov)

https://opi.mt.gov/Leadership/Data-Reporting/Youth-Risk-Behavior-Survey


Improve Unrestrained Vehicle 
Occupant Data
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* Front seat only occupants,      ** NHTSA to certify

Source: Data Analyst, SHTSS,MDT, 2022 



Traffic Records Coordinating 
Committee (TRCC) 

TRCC Vision
Montana is committed to Vision Zero- a vision of zero fatalities and zero serious 
injuries on Montana’s roadways. In support of this vision, the TRCC will work to 
reduce the number and severity of traffic crashes, injuries and fatalities on 
Montana highways.

TRCC Mission
To provide coordinated leadership to improve the timeliness, accuracy, 
completeness, uniformity, integration, and accessibility of crash data and systems 
to address safety issues in Montana.

Strategy Matrix 
Assigns the strategies into five focus areas: 
• Crashes, Citation/Adjudication, Injury Surveillance, Data Integration, and the 
• TRCC



Challenges

• Primary Seat Belt Law 

• Enhancement of Secondary Law – penalty



Traffic Safety Contacts & 
Emphasis Area Information 

Janet Kenny, 406-444-7417, jakenny@mt.gov

Jennifer Wilson, 406-444-0809, jewilson@mt.gov

Comprehensive Highway Safety Plan, 
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/visionzero/plans/

Highway Safety Plan, 
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/publications/docs/brochures/safe
ty/safety-plan.pdf

mailto:jakenny@mt.gov
mailto:jewilson@mt.gov
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/visionzero/plans/
https://www.mdt.mt.gov/publications/docs/brochures/safety/safety-plan.pdf

